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Kevin Roberts Just Wants To Connect

Kevin Roberts, CEO Worldwide of Saatchi & Saatchi and author of
Lovemarks, quietly entered the bloatosphere last month with a Blogger site
called KR Connect.

Earlier this week he regaled us with tales of visiting actual record stores. Yes,
this hep cat is old school.

“Whilst the music business goes through incredible turmoil, I've
recently visited two of my favorite independent music outlets, Real
Groovy in Auckland and Aquarius Records in San Francisco. My
younger son Dan writes record reviews for Real Groovy’s magazine
and keeps me in the loop. They have a tremendous collection of CDs,
vinyl, DVDs, and keep a great collection of the latest New Zealand
bands, although it is hard to get sixties stuff and the more currently
offbeat. Still, they have a great attitude and are totally customer-centric.
If you live in or are visiting any of New Zealand's main cities, it's a great
place to while away a winter evening or a Sunday afternoon.”

“And then there’s Aquarius, a real blast from the past. It’s situated right
at the end of the Haight-Ashbury, and if they don’t have what you're
after, then it's not worth listening to. This is the best store I've been in
for discovery and exploration. Aquarius brings you everything that is
hip, offbeat, crazy and fun, and have been doing so for almost four
decades. They have a great range of US material but also amazing
sounds from kids who produce their own music in their homes in Africa,
Scandinavia, Asia. The staff-written reviews remind me of New Musical
Express in their sixties heyday. Informative, stimulating and designed
to introduce you to cool stuff you've never even heard of. Both these
stores throb with authenticity and a genuine love for new and old music
- and both are must go-sees.”

Roberts also tells us about meeting musical hero, Robert Earl Keen, in Austin
last month. He writes about Shopping for Music on Bleecker Street in NYC.
And about football, restaurants worth the wait, and other assorted matters. An
ad blog it's not. In Roberts' case that's a good thing. He already has three
books about the business on the shelves.

His blog is properly personal. It's a place for some of the 7000 Saatchites
around the globe and other ad groupies to chill with the big man.

Posted by david burn
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